Parliament approved the new rules for cohesion policy:

“Further urgent provisions on New Cohesion policies”

Decree-Law No. 60 of May 4, 2024, converted, with amendments, into Law No. 95 of July 6, 2024, published
in the Gazzetta Ufficiale No. 95 of July 6 2024, published in the Gazzetta Ufficiale No. 157 of 4 July 2024, is
aimed at accelerating and strengthening the implementation of the interventions financed by the New
Cohesion policy 2021-2027 through €42 billion of European resources and €32 billion of national resources,
for a total of €74 billion.

Its aim is to promote complementarity and synergy between the interventions of the European cohesion
policy and the investments envisaged by the Cohesion Agreements and the Recovery and Resilience Plan of
the Next Generation EU Programme.

The Decree-Law consists of 3 Titles, 8 Chapters and 38 Articles, and defines the national regulatory
framework aimed at accelerating the implementation and increasing the efficiency of European Cohesion

policy 2021-2027, in the following strategic areas shared with the European Commission:

e water resources;

infrastructures for hydrogeological and hydraulic risks, and for environmental protection;
e waste;

e transport and sustainable mobility;

* energy;

e support for sustainable development in addition to various initiatives aimed at increasing
the attractiveness of enterprises;

e digital and green transitions.

A result-oriented approach is adopted with the aim of increasing the level of effectiveness and impact of the

co-financed priority interventions.

Among the main regulations stand out those for the promotion of self-employment, the freelance job and
in business activities targeted at youth, women, unemployed people in Southern Italy (“Resto al Sud 2.0”)
as well as special facilitations for businesses operating in the Southern Italy Special Economic Zone (“ZES

Unica).

The decree law also introduces further measures for development and territorial cohesion such as:

e regulation and financing of the infrastructure equalization fund;
e recognition of the state of implementation of the institutional development contracts, as
well as the review of institutional governance and their implementation methods;

e extension of the ZES measures and tax benefits to special logistic zones;



e measures to accelerate environmental restoration project and urban regeneration
project and projects for investments inner areas aimed at economic support in favor of

micro-companies and priority infrastructure projects.

Finally, specific measures are introduced in the field of education, university and research, and in the field of

culture, security and urban regeneration.



